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The soul selects her own society 
Then-shuts the door 

On her divine majority- 

Present no more. 


-Emily Dickinson 


THE SUMTER LITTLE THEATRE 


presents 


ATHOL FUGARD’S 


The Road J o Mecca 


A Drama in Two Acts 
Directed by: Eric Bultman 


Suggested by the life and work of Helen Martins of New Bethesda 
A Drama in Two Acts 
Originally Produced by Yale repertory Theatre 
Lloyd Richards, Artistic Director 
Produced through a special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 


The Cast 


Miss Helen Diane Renko 
Elsa Barlow Carmela Bryan 
Marius Blyeveld Eric Bultman 


Time: 


Autumn 1974 


E lace: 


The home of Miss Helen in a small village in the Great Karoo, a semi-desert 
region in the center of South Africa. 


The Production Staff 


Technical Director Patrick Paulds 

Stage Manager Shannon Mewborn 

Set Dressers Sylvia Pickell and Marge Cowles 
Costumer Marge Cowles 

Properties Sylvia Pickell 

Scenic Artist Leanne Lovice 

Set Painting Kim Harrelson, Ann Beaty 
Lighting Technician Ann Beaty 

Poster/Playbill Design Wren Bunch 

Ushers SLT Theatre School Students 
Box Office Junior Welfare League and Volunteers 


THERE WILL BE A 15 MINUTE INTERMISSION 
Please, no food or drinks in the theatre. Photography is not permitted. 
Please turn off all beepers and cellular phones. 


(ast Notes 


Diane (Dee) Renko (Miss Helen) Dee first appeared on the SLT stage in the role of 
M'Lyn in the 1990 production of “Steel Magnolias.” Since that time she has become a 
familiar figure to Sumter theatre-goers. Among her notable portrayals are the title 
role in “Driving Miss Daisy,” Charlotte in “Moon Over Buffalo,” and Ethel in “On Golden 
Pond.” Of all community theaters she’s been associated with, Dee feels that SLT is 
the most professionally run with the highest standards of production. She is a big 
proponent of the theatre school as her daughter Kelly has been enrolled now for nine 
years. Dee is married to Greg Renko, and her son Matthew is a high school 
sophomore majoring in ballet at North Carolina School of the Arts. 


Carmela Bryan (Elsa Barlow) Carmela was born and raised in Naples, Italy, and has 
lived in Sumter for 16 years. She has been on stage in the SLT productions of “What 
I Did Last Summer,” “Moon Over Buffalo,” and most recently “Wait Until Dark.” She 
loves backstage work as much as being on stage and has had a great time backstage 
during many productions. In real life she is the Clinical Director for the Commission 
on Alcohol and Drug Abuse here in Sumter, but mostly she is the mom of two great 
children, Frederick and Rosaria. 


Eric Bultman (Marius Blyeveld) Eric appeared in this season's “The Complete Works of 
William Shakespeare (Abridged).” He is the SLT Managing Artistic Director. 


Miss Helen’s mosaics created by Heidi Adler and students in her 
Sumter High School art classes: 


Crystal Avins, Eric Burress, Racheal Morrison, Erin Murphy, Robbie Walker, Katie Bell, Steven Butler, 
Valencia Johnson, Richard Liberatore, Andrew Park, Candis Wilson, | Shana Dessiman, and Sarah Jones. 


Next at SLT: 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day 
Book and Lyrics by Judith Viorst 

Music by Shelly Markham 

March 11-14 and 18-21, 2004 


The Sumter Little Theatre is sponsored in part by grants from Sumter County, The 
Sumter County Cultural Commission, The Junior Welfare League of Sumter, and The 
South Carolina Arts Commission, which receives funding from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 


(Guardian Angels 


Deane and Roger Ackerman 
Miss Libby’s School of Dance 
University of South Carolina Sumter 
Dr. and Mrs. Hendrikus van Bulck 


Angels 


B-D, EMS-Chemie (North America), Mrs. Frank A. McLeod, Jr., Sumter Laundry and Dry Cleaners, 
Sumter Packaging Corporation, and Wilson MacEwen and Company 


Benefa ctors 


Carolina Anesthesia, Kent and Lauren Cunningham, Skip and Debbie DuRant, Dr. Gregory and Dawn King, 
Phillip and Helen Latham, David and Leanne Lovice, Sumter National Bank, Dr. and Mrs. Allan P. Bruner, 
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart E. Burnett, Michael McGinnis, R.G. Sharp, Sumter Utilities, Inc., 
and Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Watts 


Patrons 
Ellen Arl, The Battis Family, Mr. and Mrs. Jay Cox, Dancing Leaf Designs, Inc., Dr. and Mrs. Richard Getty, 
Dr. and Mrs. John Guilds, Mr. and Mrs. John S. Hoar, Mary A. Jones, Col. and Mrs. Kevin Kyger, 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Levy, Dr. and Mrs. Landrum I. McCarrell, Mr. and Mrs. E.B. “Mac” McLeod, Jr.Sr., John Mewborn, 
NBSC, Personal Touch/Kathy Braga, Col. and Mrs. James Pritchett, Dr. and Mrs. Charles R. Propst, 
Reading's Direct Mail Services, Rosa W. Shwartz, Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Shaw, Charlie and Julie Sanders, 
Mary Jane and Chris Caison, BB&T, Black River Electric Cooperative, Mary E. Blanchard, MD, 

John and Susan Brabham, Brick Street Coffee Break, Dr. and Mrs. David E. Brown, Jr., 

Bryan Bahnmuller Goldman & McElveen, LLP, Bynum Insurance, Don and Peggy Curlovic, John and Mary Cusumano, 
Dr. Jerome M. Davis, Dr. and Mrs. Lee Denny, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Edmunds, Rebecca R. Ekpo, 

Hans and Sharon Enzinger, FTC, Marc and Shannon Flaherty, 

Dr. Felicia L. Goins Carolina Children’s Dentistry of Sumter, Martha McElveen Horne, The Item, 

J.C. Klapthor, Drs. Tim and Tammy Pannell, Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Rettke, 

Ray and Virginia Rissling, Max and Cheryl Schmeling, Rosa and Ramon Schwartz, Jr., Rhett and Dawn Still, 
Sidney E. Walton Jr., Ronald and Patricia Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Thompson, Bill and Betty Todt, and Judith E. Ty! 


Sponsors 


Grace Alexander, Jackie Alexander, Dr. and Mrs. Radman Ali, Mr. and Mrs. Roger Armfield, Carolyn Bishop-McCleod, 
Peggy W. Cain, Ph.D., Lee Craig, Steve and Ginny Corley, LTC and Mrs. Paul Culotta, Patricia M. Gochnauer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthriest Hill, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. James D. Harrelson, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Sep A. Harvin, III, 
Carey and Elaine Jackson, Craig and Beth Justice, Bill and Cecile Morrison, Mr. And Mrs. Steve Merrick, 

Emily C. Moise, Ross McKenzie, Shannon Mewborn, Scott and Sonja McLendon, Mr. and Mrs. Glen Pearson, 
Nelson and Sandy Powell, Powell’s on Main, Cathy Robinson, Sumter Light House, Dr. and Mrs. Charles White, 
Katherine B. Barrett, Suzanne and Jess Begley, Carole C. Bell, Richard and Peg Bell, Mrs. T.E. Boone, 

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Brown, Virginia M. Corley, Marge Cowles, Jay and Susan Cox, 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Crolley, Dr. Edna L. Davis, Susan Derthick, Dr. and Mrs. John Guilds, 

Cecile Moise, Mrs. Davis D. Moise, Harriet Poston, and Joe and Shirley Summerour. 


